SECRET FAMILY ST Tee 


The Secret Admirer is produced using Adobe InDe- 
sign and Photoshop on a refurbished MacBook with 
a Wacom Bamboo drawing tablet in West Philadel- 
phia. It is printed via Staples on Columbus Blvd, and 
delivered every Tuesday on a blue Surly Long Haul 
Trucker touring bicycle. 


The Secret Admirer was first published in Athens, 
Georgia on February first of 2010 on a borrowed 
computer with a budget of $8, and was put out 
weekly for over 2 years before taking a break and 
relocating to Philadelphia, where it resumed weekly 
production in April of 2013 to this day. Aside from 
the core staff of David Otter, Lyra Foxx and Leon 
Wolffe, Wendy Otter and Miranda Stoat also regular- 
ly submit horoscopes and comics respectively. The 
mission of the Admirer is to provide positive printed 
entertainment for a world where the internet and 
cynicism are dominant deities, and to provide an af- 
fordable advertising venue for small businesses and 
causes while making a few bucks in the process. 
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You're reputation is under 
strain this week, and you'll 
have to work twice as hard as 
normal to-maintain the status 
quo. You're up to the chal- 
lenge, but beware distraction. 
Save it for the weekend. 


As the year blossoms before 
you, reflect on what you've be- 
come. Are you someone that 
your 2004 self would be proud 
of? It’s not too late to change 
until you're in the ground. 
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A rush of self esteem will in- 
fuse you-with- the necessary 
courage to tackle a consider- 
able to-do list. Don’t listen 
to naysayers, as the smallest 
doubt could cause your armor 
to crumble this week. 


Be sure to remain honest dur- 
ing an intimate moment with 
anew friend orlover this week. 
The storyteller in you will try to 
impress, but.if you lie early on, 


Don’t run from an intense or 
passionate person, or circum- 
stance this week. It’s easier to 
play it cool,sometimes, but 
you stand to learn a lot about 
your- self in a trial. by fire. Hold 
your head high and be flexible. 
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Your free spirited spontaneity 
will fall under the Me 
of a negative voice this week 
Don't let shit talking salt your 
wings. The ebb and flow of 
social ephemera will see you 
favored time and again. 
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beople in. It’s. far too cold 
sleep alone this week 
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You'll come up against a stub- 
born individual this week that 
will try to puly you into sub- 
mission. Let them do it. Let 
them take responsibility for 
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the flaming wreckage. Step in 


it sets the pecs for a shallow 
to clean things up. Social judo. 


and unfulfilling relationship. 


Lyra, 


What the hell happened to me? I'm so lonely and sad all the time. 


-Anon 


Hello there, 


Oh, the wheel of time. I’m going out on a limb and assuming you’ talking about a 
mounting existential disappointment with life, particularly in comparison to what 
you once felt and expected. I’m sorry. We're all trapped in our own tower cell, leaning 
out the window, gazing and sighing at the horizon, waiting for our special knight 
to gallop across the swamp, sword bloody, horse frothing, to smash our tower and 
save us from the Nothing. Instead, as years pass and the sun sinks ever lower, the 
tower's shadow just seems to grow longer, and our rescue all the more impossible. 
Some of us never see our knight. Worse yet is when our knight comes trotting to the 
tower on a donkey, a frail sword made of aluminum in their fist, to swing ineffectu- 
ally at the mossy stones— the patter of the wasted breath of that which we thought 
could save us mingling in cacophony with the dripping of our cell, the sighing wind. 
So fuck it. No one is going to save you. People are awesome and can make a good 
situation great, but seldom can someone else make your bad situation good. That’s 
your job. The more you dream of the perfect other, the more you'll be let down 
when they never show, or show up in a warped, funhouse mirror demon form and 
hurt you. Find the notes of the soft lullaby in your heart and sing them in the sad, 
quiet hours. Don’t save your love. Be generous with it, with yourself. | believe in you. 

-Lyra 
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All Content © 2010 - 2013 Secret Family Publications - This is gonna be great. 
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Volume 1, Issue 39 
January 14-20, 2014 


Howlin’ at you 
every Tuesday! 


OMG! It’s Wacky Facts! - Paper money is made of cotton, not paper. A A 
common rat can last longer than a camel without water. A Cool Spot, the 
7-Up mascot, is an homage to the creator's red eyes. He was an albino. A 
There were over 300 misspellings in Webster's 1996 English dictionary. 
A John Wilkes Booth’s brother once saved Abraham Lincoln’s son's life. 
A According to his journal, Daniel Boone thought coonskin caps looked 
stupid, and never publicly wore one. A Dr. Seuss actually pronounced his 
name Sue-ice at first, but changed his pronunciation to match the com- 
mon mistake, since it sounds more like Mother Goose. A 
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Retraction - In issue 1-38, we printed a Wacky Fact™ in error. Dragonflies 
do NOT live for only 24 hours. It slipped through our, admittedly loosely- 
woven, editing net. Thank you to Lisa K. for not only bringing the error to 
our attention, but doing the additional research to give y’all the whole 
story. Dragonflies have a few stages to their lives. They start as eggs, 
and hatch into larval nymphs, where they hang out for anywhere from 
a few weeks to several years depending on species and climate, waiting 
for the correct conditions to advance. Once they leave the water, find a 
good place to morph into an adult, and give their wings a bit of time to 
strengthen, they still have a few more months to buzz around and mate. 


ultra rare candid photo of Lyra contemplating the “infinite” 
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FROM THE DESK OF ouR CEO - It’s one of those days. Thursday. The kind of 
thursday that feels like a yellow 7. Know what | mean? It’s almost time to 
send the paper in again. Issue 39. I’m happy with this one. It feels good— 
correct. Every week is a new opportunity to do the same thing a bit bet- 
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ter. It’s fun having a mutable art project, like painting with oils that never “You better 

dry. Great things rise and fall in the shuffling pages, the greasy smudges, believe our coffee 

impermanent and forgettable. | like it that way. A single thread reincar- smells, brother.” 

nated through 39 lives. Thank you for sharing in this project. The road “ Sag 

goes ever on and on, out of sight. I’m excited to see where we go. ee 
-Your Secret Admirer ens 

On January 19, 2013, our dear friend Kari Hall died at the age of 34. It is ANY) aot 

without hesitation that we can name her a superlatively wile ule influ- 2\;t° ¥ oF 

ential presence in our lives. It was in her company of ¢- 


that the Admirer was first concocted in 2008, in 
Flagstaff, Arizona, and it was in a charged mael- | // 
strom of emotional catharsis that the Admirer was | //, 
revivified in Philadelphia last year, following her ///// ® 
passing. She taught us how to read fortunes, talk // \ 

to stars, wander the Arizona deserts, and most of IS ; 
all, to believe in the power of our own voice, our /\\~“\.4 
own art. Without Kari, there would be no Admirer. ie aN 


The world is unmistakably a better place for hav-  “\\\> x 

ing known her footprint, a stranger story for having “|, (ee ; P @) M p E | | 
known her kiss, and a wiser anecdote for having been AN OE. aca 

reflected in her coyote eyes. Joy and sorrow are never so We ‘ 

finely wed as in the memory of someone like Kari, and it is ‘e AA 

with her ghost, in that my hands remember her hands, that 


| will never stop creating. Blood, piss, ink and sweat. 
Forevermore. (~~ 
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Bus Stop, 9&South 

middle schooler 1- When | grow up, I’m going to get tattoos all over my arms. 
middle schooler 2- But what if you need to go for a job? 

middle schooler 1- I'll just get a tuxedo to cover them all. 

middle schooler 2- You're going to spend all that money on a tuxedo for one 
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Sir Walter Thurston becomes a man. 


Want to see your favorite animal pal in 
the Secret Admirer? Send us a photo 
with a caption or name and we'll print 
it! Also. If you’re looking for a home for 
a stray or homeless animal, send in the 
details and your contact info and we'll 
get the word out. Thanks for reading! 


PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 
or text 603 203 4766 
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| We might keep it going in some form. 


interview? You're crazy! 


Dirty Frank’s, 13&Pine 


guy- Hey | know you're a down ass bitch, but she’s an even downer ass bitch 


cause she’s coming to hang at my house. 


Buffalo Exchange changing room 


So here’s a few logic puzzles and brain 
teaser type thing to try your hand at. If 
you’re fond of this section, let us know. 


So it starts easy and gets progressively 
more difficult. Good luck! 


1) Trust Fund Trickery 

Three sisters have a total of $91,000. 
The oldest sister has 20% more than 
the middle sister, and the middle sister 
has 20% more than the youngest. How 
much does the oldest sister have? 


2) It’s Time to get Il 

55 minutes ago, it was 3 times as many 
minutes past 4:30 as it is now before 
7:00. So tell me, what's the time? 


3) Musical Chairs 

Planning a seating chart for a family re- 
union, Leon figured that there would 
be one grandfather, one grandmother, 
two fathers, two mothers, four children, 
three grandchildren, one brother, two 
sisters, two sons, two daughters, one 
father-in-law, one mother-in-law, and 
one daughter-in-law. What is the small- 
est amount of chairs this group could 
possibly require? 


4) Interstellar Bootlegger 


| This dude from Pluto is selling hella 


space weed at a great price, but his sys- 
tem of measurement is strange and he 
doesn’t speak English. He gives you this 
guide of his denominations for you to 
work them out. Can you do it? 

(hint: use the smallest whole-unit val- 
ues possible) 


$+2=64+%+6+% 
04+2=F4+64-F4+7%464F 
Att+A=F4+24%+24+ 


ANSWERS ON BACK 


guy- Oh my god! That totally matches your banjo! 
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1. Loamy deposit 

6. Circle fragments 

10. Nordic epics 

14. Bequeth 

15. Subterranean plant part 
16. Brass instrument 

17. Throat hole 

18. Duck in Peter & the Wolf 
19. Famous sandwich cookie 
20. At an unspecified period 
22. Innert 

24. Horse brakes 

25. Cassock 

26. Forgo 

29. Blockhead 

30. Achy 

31. The Cliff Notes 

37. Cognizant 

39. Petroleum 

40. External 

41.Too much 

44. Hawaiian party feast 

45. Graphic violence 

46. Stop working 

48. Disinform 

52. French Sudan 

53. Toward the center 

54. Pause 

58. Cease 

59.A fitting reward 

61. Raised to the third power 
62. Greek god of love 

63. Territory 

64. Left the engine running 
65. A woven line 

66. Gloom 

67. Minuscule 


1.Who killed Aslan? 
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1. Diminished 

2. Not deceived by 

3. Ancient Biblical kingdom 

4. An indefinite place 

5.Wrap 

6. Fragrance 

7.Gown 

8. Loving murmur 

9. Hormone affecting physical 
development 
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10. Fire 

11. Major artery 

12. Complimentary to red 

13. Positive pole 

21. The Hawkeye State 

23. To surpass 

25. Pig feed 

26. Jacob's brother 

27. Scattered 

28. Cancer 

29. Clan 

32. A committee 

33. Large number 

34. Decorative case 

35. Close 

36. Fact 

38. Beaver adjective 

42. Arcane GPS 

43. Historical periods 

47. Draw out 

48. Hoarder 

49. Foreword 

50. Falcon verb 

51. Oversight 

52. An award 

54. Bread end 

55. Competent 

56. Adolescent 

57. Swirl 

60. Take these 3 squares; move ‘em 
three over and 4 up. Got it? 


2. What does.a spermologer collect? 
3. What kind of animal are Flopsy, Mopsy-and Peter? 
4. What is the name of Patty and Selma's iguana? 


5. What is the main tourist.destination in Cork, Ireland? 
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Prime spot for an ad, ain't it? 
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